The Superpowers and the Middle East
soviet gains
While the pressure exerted by the United States appeared to many
Western observers to have been responsible for the Anglo-French
capitulation; some others and, practically everybody in the Arab
world, believed that without Russia's threat of military interven-
tion and missile warfare against the "aggressors", the U.N. would
not have achieved a ceasefire in Egypt so quickly, and Britain,
France and Israel would not have agreed to withdraw from Egyp-
tian territory in favour of the U.N. peace-keeping force "once they
were in a position to assume effective control". Soviet action dur-
ing the Suez crisis, as a matter of fact, made a very strong im-
pression in the Arab world where events in Hungary passed prac-
tically unnoticed. Nasser officially thanked the Soviet people and
government stating that the Soviet help "reflected Soviet-Egyptian
friendship".85 As pointed out earlier, the risk of Soviet involve-
ment as a result of her intervention in the Suez crisis was very
little indeed, and yet she succeeded, in Arab eyes, in getting most
of the credit for stopping the war. The crisis in the Middle East,
in short, while accentuating Arab distrust of Western motives,
strengthened the position of the Soviet Union as a self-styled de-
fender of "Arab nationalism". It also resulted in the consolida-
tion of Nasser's position in the Arab world.
The firm stand taken by President Eisenhower against the
Anglo-French-Israeli invasion of Egypt had, however, helped the
United States to regain at least some of the lost ground in the Arab
world. But the opportunity thus gained was soon dissipated by
some of her actions which seemed to "give lie to the President's
stand". Thus after the outbreak of fighting, the Egyptian govern-
ment had asked the United States for kerosene—the principal fuel
used by the Egyptians. But this was refused and eventually supplied
by the Soviet Union. Again, when the Egyptian government re-
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